Minutes 19" August 2024

1) Welcome

2) Attendees:

Andy Heer [Auchtermuchty] Ewan Brand [ Auchtermuchty], John Brown [Falkland],
Cllr. Gary Holt [Freuchie], John Smith [Falkland], Maaike Cook [Strathmiglo],
Annette Scott [Auchtermuchty], Julia Sutherland[ Auchtermuchty ]

Apologies: Fiona Smith [Falkland], Catrina McDonald [ Auchtermuchty]

3) Notes 24™ of June meeting
Accepted

4) Chair’s report:

Bus-connection complaints. No connections as promised, push bus-survey

Falkland Action group suggests to ask Scottish Flood Forum for Zoom-conference,
together with other Flood resilience groups from all over Fife.

Invite CC members to the Flood resilience meetings, as this is a sub-group of the CC.
Funding is hard.

Falkland Community Trust (FCT) wants to work with CC from Falkland, CC refuses
due to ‘insurance’

Both FCT and Falkland CC do not wish to work together with Falkland Flood Group
Flood action group Freuchie is disbanded, Freuchie Mill group.

Cupar; Flood action group has stopped.

S) Flood pods and Power cuts

3 flood-pods in Dunshalt

1 flood-pod placed at the Fire Station

Refill is, apparently, automatically done by FC after a flood situation, if not, a refill
needs to be requested.

Flood-pod code is known, but not to be shared with kids/youngsters to avoid
vandalism, as has happened in Strathmiglo.

Discarding of flood bags after use: let them dry first, before being putting in the blue-
bin. The content from the flood-bags can be dug into the ground, but is quite ‘gooey’
Education is needed. FC has printing units, would there be the possibility to have
leaflets printed there?



What to do with power-cuts? People over 80 are automatically listed as vulnerable
and will get help from Energy suppliers.

Falkland: a Generator, kept in a safe area, can be deployed in case of emergency
When power is out, mobile & Internet do not work. Are Walkie Talkies needed for
1* responders?

Andy will set up a Whats-app group for the Flood Resilience Group.

6) Discussion;

Fife Council is responsible for Fife water.

There are no Maps with drains-overviews available, it is not clear at all where the
drains are, many are are old, some of them even from Victorian times.

Roads + Parking-spaces are not build to carry the amount of traffic as well as the
heavy weight of electric cars.

Due to higher weigh there is more pressure on the grounds and bigger risk that old
drains simply collapse.

Kettle: Sending flood-resilience group to Falkland group and our group.

Kettle Produce: Still using river water for washing?

There are 2 big ponds between Kettle and Freuchie for Kettle Produce washing
procedures, this is regularly checked.

With help from Fire Station Manager (Fraser...... ) in Auchtermuchty exact position
where drains are collapsed is now known. Repair is added to the FC to do list.

The community needs to be engaged to get things organised, report blocked gullies
etc. on FC website.

silt

Rainwater coming down from the hills, bringing loads of debris and. It concerns all
farmers & house-owners.

The debris and silt left behind due to rainfall, at the houses on Upper Greens need to
be lifted.

Questions are asked to Willie Rennie, a bigger plan is needed from higher up the
hierarchy. A study was done 3 years ago, a pond was to be build between
Auchtermuchty and Newburgh to hold water upstream.
Are leaky barriers a solution?

River track for Auchtermuchty?

For Freuchie Landowner is reluctant.

For Strathmiglo?

We have to get general information from River Track to inform the communities.
Contact: River Track Gary Martin Mobile 07734-303321

7) Grants for flooded houses
The Application-procedure has ‘snags’.
Grants for repairs are only paid when the work is done and proof, i.e. pictures &

invoices, are delivered. If there are problems with these ‘snags’ please contact Cllr.
Gary Holt.




8) Any matters or other Business

Ewan Band got hold of drawings & reports for Flood-scheme. There should be an
annual check, but that has not been done this year.

Cllr. Gary Holt wants the report to send this to Moira?

Vegetation needs to be removed from the rivers / river banks.

Stand off between FC and SEPA prevents this, causing frustration

7) Date Next Meeting ???

7" of October, Proposal to hold this in Falkland Church-hall room, 14.00 hrs,
this to walk along and see the actions taken by Falkland Flood resilience group.
Dress warm and bring your wellies....




