
Flood Resillience Group
Minutes 27th June 2025

1) Welcome

2) Attendees: Andy Heer, Ewan Band, Andrew McNaughton, John Brown, John 
Smith, Maaike Cook, Catriona Macdonald

Apologies: 
Annette Scott, Dave Tracy

3) Notes last meeting
Accepted

4) Chair’s report:
Glassarts glen Leaky barrier update:
Andy Heer has spoken with the CC as well as Community Trust, all agree with this 
project.
Andy has spoken with Andy Sides, from the Tay River Trust.
Andy Sides advised to create a combination of logs and willows. 
The logs, wedged between young willows, will slowly disintegrate, whilst the 
willows grow, in the end forming a natural barrier.
4 or 5 barriers are needed, but should not be build too soon, to prevent the water 
storage filling to early.
 
This system has a lot of advantages, a natural solution, willows are fast growing. 
Artificial leaky barriers let a lot of water through at once. 
Probably no FC permits are needed, as it is all natural material.
Surely farmers will have logs they want to supply, willow shoots are easy to buy.

Falkland discovered, by chance, that a lot of brash, caught in the brash screens acted 
as a barrier.
A new Brash screen will be installed in the near future.
All participants from the Flood Res group agree with the Willows barriers.



5) Discussion;
Where to get/buy Willow Shoots.
Where to bed them, before they are being planted in the right place.
What is the right time to plant them?
McDuff trust owns the ‘Clammy Duff ‘Field and Glassarts Glen
The McDuff trust needs to approve these leaky Barriers too.
Grants are available for Leaky Barriers, due to Environmental reasons and 
combatting Climate change.
The Community Trust will apply for grants.
Ewan Brand will send pictures from Willow-Log-Willow system as well as the name 
from a Consultant to Andy Heer. 
Feasibility + Advise + drawing from Expert is needed.

6) Any matters or other Business
Drain is regularly blocked 500 mtr North of Auchtermuchty, direction Newburgh.
Andy Heer to contact Fife Council?

Measuring devise at Catriona’s premises, can not be calibrated yet, as the water in the 
burn is too low.

Rivertrack maintenance: Is difficult to get grants for.
Does Rivertrack membership reduce insurance costs?

26th July Falkland Festival, Bus from Scottish Flood Forum will probably be present, 
John Smith to confirm this.

27th of August: Fife Flood Panel

7) Date Next Meeting ???
Date: 22nd of August, 14.00 hrs.
Venue:  Church Hall Auchtermuchty


