
Auchtermuchty & Strathmiglo
Community Council

Resilience Group – Flooding Advice

There are many sources of information about how to prepare for floods, what to do when your 
property is about to be flooded and what to do after a flood.

For example:

Fife Council: www.fife.gov.uk/flooding
The Scottish Flood Forum: www.scottishfloodforum.org
Ready Scotland: www.ready.scot/respond/severe-weather/rain-and-flooding

or simply use your favourite internet search engine to look for “UK flood advice”.

The purpose of this leaflet is to give advice specific to the Auchtermuchty, Dunshalt, Gateside, 
Strathmiglo area covered by the Community Council.

Being prepared can save you and your family a lot of expense and heartache.

Flooding

What you can do to prevent flooding
Make sure gullies and drains in your street are working. Next time it rains have a 
look and see if the gullies in your street are draining properly.

If you notice that a gully is blocked, please report this on the Fife Council website. 
https://www.fife.gov.uk/services/form-pages/report-a-road-or-pavement-fault

An open and free flowing gully can make the difference between keeping your 
home dry or flooding! 

Don’t throw remains of building work, like cement etc. in a gully, this causes permanent 
obstructions in the drainage system, causing havoc for homes and streets. Sounds obvious but 
people still do it!

If you live near a burn or river don’t throw garden-waste, i.e. cut grass, tree branches or tree-
stumps in the river. These items cause blockages at pinch-points and under bridges and pipes.

http://www.fife.gov.uk/flooding
https://www.fife.gov.uk/services/form-pages/report-a-road-or-pavement-fault
http://www.ready.scot/respond/severe-weather/rain-and-flooding
http://www.scottishfloodforum.org/


What you can do to protect your home and family

Preparation – before the rain starts!

A little preparation can save a lot of heartache later on.

Check your home insurance policy to see if it covers you against flood damage.

Examine your house to see where floodwater could enter – doorways, air bricks, vents, gaps 
around pipework or cable entry points etc.

There are many products available to protect such vulnerabilities. The Scottish 
Flood Forum has a Flood Protection Guide which illustrates such products.
https://scottishfloodforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SFF-Flood-
Protection-Guide-Web-min.pdf

Remember, if you live in a listed building or within the Auchtermuchty or  
Strathmiglo conservation areas you might need planning permission for modifications to your 
house.

If you are in an area that is at risk store some sandbags 
or flood sacks in your shed so that you have them handy 
when needed.

Check to see how to turn off the electricity and gas in 
case of emergency.

Write a simple plan of how you would respond to a flood 
- include emergency contact numbers, essential 
documents, medication and belongings you would need 
if you had to evacuate.

Remember, insurance can replace material items but it 
can’t replace personal items such as family photo 
albums, grandad’s medals etc..

https://scottishfloodforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SFF-Flood-Protection-Guide-Web-min.pdf
https://scottishfloodforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SFF-Flood-Protection-Guide-Web-min.pdf
https://scottishfloodforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SFF-Flood-Protection-Guide-Web-min.pdf


When flooding is imminent

If it looks like flood water is about to enter your house you can use items from the 
nearest flood pod.

Flood pods are large black bins located in areas that are at risk and they contain 
flood sacks and flood snakes which will help prevent water ingress. To access 
them you need a code which is provided  to local householders and community 
councillors.

More information about flood pods is available here: 
www.fife.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/148487/floodpods_2024_online.pdf

Flood pods are located:

Auchtermuchty Westbank by the grit bin
Outside the fire station

Dunshalt Behind the bus shelter on Ladybank Road
By the bridge at the Falkland end of the village.

Strathmiglo Junction of Cash Feus/Skene Street
Top of California, opposite the hall
East end of Cash Feus

If possible try to secure any loose items in your garden or around the house, eg bins, garden 
furniture, toys, trampolines etc. which can cause problems if washed away.

Neighbours: Check that your neighbours are OK, especially if they are elderly or infirm.

If you are at immediate risk of flooding you can contact Fife Council on 03451 55 00 11, option 4 
(Roads and Transportation), 
03451 55 00 99 (to report out-of-hours emergencies)

Telephone lines to the emergency services and Fife Council will be extremely 
busy during a flooding emergency. Only phone them if you really need to. 

More information on what to do in an emergency is available here:
www.fife.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/149963/Flooding_A5guide.pdf

http://www.fife.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/148487/floodpods_2024_online.pdf
http://www.fife.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/149963/Flooding_A5guide.pdf


After a Flood

Stress

You and your family have been through a disaster, your life has been turned upside down and it will 
take time for things to return to normal.

With all the clean-up and repair jobs awaiting you, it may seem odd to consider emotional issues, 
but a disaster can do damage beyond the obvious destruction and debris you see everywhere. 
You should recognise that the flood could take its toll on you as well as your property.

The Scottish Flood Forum has advice on dealing with the emotional and 
practical aftermath of your house being flooded:
www.scottishfloodforum.org/resources/after-the-flood-2/#aftermath

This also covers dealing with insurance companies, rogue traders who might 
prey on flood victims etc..

Flood Sacks and Snakes

We are often asked what you should do with the flood sacks after they have been used. The 
contents are benign and bio-degradable so they can simply be put in your blue landfill bin. They 
are quite bulky so maybe one at a time over several weeks!
Alternatively you can take them to the recycling centre at Lower Melville Wood by Ladybank.

http://www.scottishfloodforum.org/resources/after-the-flood-2/#aftermath
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